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	Essential Understandings: 

1. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

2. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

3. Culture affects the way language is used.

4. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

5. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

6. Appropriate word choice improves communication..

7. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

8. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

9. Literature helps to shape human thought.

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.
2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.
3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.
4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Freeing and Feeding the Writer

	Essential Questions: What inspires me to write? What do I love about other people’s writing and why? Why write?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know various strategies for moving through writer’s block

	Recognize and understand various sources of inspiration for writing

	Understand that the best way to become a good writer is to write 

	Know the stages of the writing process: brainstorming, warming up, writing, sharing, collecting feedback, revising, editing, publishing

	Know how to reflect on their own progress through the stages

	Understand how to read aloud with expression

	Understand what literary conventions and aspects of author’s craft draw them to certain pieces of writing

	Understand how literary conventions engage reader

	Understand how literary conventions create author’s style


	Suggested Strategies
	· Create a Writer’s inspiration book of topics, images, songs, poems, quotes, colors, objects, experiences

· Seminar- share beloved pieces of writing and articulate the “why” using literary terms

· Warm Up Writing each class with various strategies: first lines, borrowed lines, pass the writing, newspaper headlines, first thoughts,

· Assign daily homework of writing for sustained period, building length as semester progresses

· Chart the writing process and keep track of pieces visually as we move toward deadlines so students practice pacing themselves, asking for help, offering suggestions to each other, plan own time
· View multiple samples of Poetry Out Loud performances and identify presentation strategies- practice and use in our Coffee House at end of semester
· Post literary terms and refer to throughout semester
· Reflect at regular intervals about own writing process

	Suggested Assessments
	· Coffee House at end of semester: sharing own writing

· Collection of writing reflections

· Class created rubric pertaining to focus, perseverance, pushing abilities

	Suggested Resources
	· Writing Down the Bones and Wild Mind by Natalie Goldberg

· Alice Walker in the Classroom by Carol Jago

· Nikki Giovanni in the Classroom by Carol Jago

· Poetry Out Loud- website, CD, and book

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Poetry 

	Essential Question: How can I use the genre of poetry to reflect on life, explore themes and ideas, and communicate with others?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Identify and understand the function of figurative language 

	Understand how various elements of poetry unify to align purpose, form, and audience

	Know key elements of tools available to poet: sound, punctuation, capitalization, word choice, details, metaphor, image, repetition, stanzas

	Understand how to use said poetic tools to write original poems with a unified form, purpose, and audience

	Know how to respond constructively to feedback

	Know how to ask specific questions during writing workshops

	Know how to formulate and articulate ideas for peers


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examine student and professional models and identify figurative language and poetic tools

· Provide in class time to write and workshop

· Require self reflection on process and finished product; explore and articulate how various elements of piece unify to create or enhance meaning

	Suggested Assessments
	· Collection of poems including reflection, Coffee House Sharing and website posting

	Suggested Resources
	· Teaching the Art of Poetry: The Moves by Wormer and Capella

· poemcrazy: freeing your life with words by Susan Goldsmith Woolridge

· Writing Reminders by Jim Burke

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Class website: The Writer’s Wall

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Monologues, Scenes, and Short Plays

	Essential Question: How can I use the genre of drama to reflect on life, explore themes and ideas, and communicate with others?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know many ways to begin the process of writing a monologue, scene, or play: personal letter monologue, dream monologue, improvisation, build-a-scene, character observation, historical event/character, personal experience

	Know the basic definitions of various theater genres: tragedy, comedy, social drama, musical, etc… 

	Know and understand how to write the basic principles of playwriting: characters, dialogue, stage directions, setting, time, plot, theme, style

	Understand how to incorporate the various plot elements: exposition, inciting incident, conflict, rising action, suspense, crisis, climax, falling action, resolution

	Know how to align their purpose as writers with the form and their intended audience

	Know how to ask for specific feedback, respond to feedback, offer feedback


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examine student and professional models for characteristics of genres, principles of playwriting and plot elements

· Offer in class writing and workshop sessions

· Bring in students from outside the class to be audience for a staged reading

· Require self reflection on process and finished product; explore and articulate how various elements of piece unify to create or enhance meaning

	Suggested Assessments
	· Reading of final product along with reflection on process; shared at Coffee House and on the class website: The Writer’s Wall

	Suggested Resources
	· Basic Drama Projects by Perfection Learning

· Raising the Curtain by Gai Jones

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Class website: The Writers’ Wall

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Short Stories

	Essential Question: How can I use the genre of short stories to reflect on life, explore themes and ideas, and communicate with others?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand how to create major and minor characters through characterization: words, actions, description, other’s views, relationships, thoughts, experiences

	Know ways of placing characters in a situation in which a central problem needs to be addressed

	Know ways of incorporating a sense of time and place

	Understand ways of creating suspense and tension in a short story

	Know the options and affects of various narrative perspectives

	Understand how to explore a central idea or theme through various literary tools

	Know how to resolve the central conflicts as the story moves toward a conclusion

	Know how to align their purpose as writers with the form and their intended audience

	Know how to ask for specific feedback, respond to feedback, offer feedback


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examining student and professional models for characteristics of genres, principles of playwriting and plot elements

· Offer in class writing and workshop sessions

· Recast the text- rewrite a painting, poem, song as a short story

· Add a chapter- write an additional chapter or epilogue to known work using author’s tone, style, and perspective

	Suggested Assessments
	· Completed short story published on class website or read at Coffee House

· Require self reflection on process and finished product; explore and articulate how various elements of piece unify to create or enhance meaning

	Suggested Resources
	· Selected models

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Class website: The Writers’ Wall

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values
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